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A NEW GEOGRAPHICAL RACE OF AN AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLY 

By D. F. Crosby, A.L.S, 

Family l.YCAENTDAK 
Subfamily 1.uetix ai: 

PAR A LUC /A AENEA LUC ID A, nnbifi. iron. 

MALE 

Up per.tide; Forewing dark brown; a bt'Oad Central blight coppery area 
including lower half of Cell and reaching dorsum; cilia brown with tips 
whitish. 

Hiudwiiig dark brown with a prominent bright coppery area nearly 
reaching base and bounded by vein 4, extending almost to vein 6 near 
terrnen above, by vein la below, and by a dark Mown narrow band at the 
terrnen, two prominent terminal limular dark brown spois: cilia brown 
with tips prominently white. 

The, colour of the copper areas is brighter than in the lypical rare. 

Underadc: Forewing pate brown, two spots in cell, two spots lx-low cell, 
spot at end of cell, a band of discal spots pale brown narrowly edged dark 
biown. 

flindwiiig pale brown; a spot id cell, a post cellular, a discai and a sub- 
terminal, curved senes of irregular spot*, pale brown, narrowly edged dark- 
brown; a tenninal brown line, 

FEMALE 

Upper.tide h Forewing ax in male; lernien strongly convex, copper men 
slightly paler and more ovoid. 

Hindwing as in male but ternien more convex; copper area rarely extend¬ 
ing almost to base and variable in extent: veins 2. 3, and 4 copiicry; two, 
sometimes three, lunular prominent dark brown subteriniiiiil sprits. 

Underside , As or male, but colour orange brown. 

Tvrc Locality: F.ltbam-Grecnsborough district, Victoria 
Tynt$ lit collection of author. 

Discussion 

It was found that male specimens of P. acnco from the Eltham-Greeps- 
borough district were distinctly, brighter than those ol all other iucalities,- 
due to the well defined bright patch of coppery scales on the Kindwing above. 
Comparison of typical males from that district with one identical to the 
type of P. aencti Miskiii. 1890, ill the Queensland Museum showed that this 
difference was most pronounced The male from south Queensland men¬ 
tioned above, kindly loaned by the Queensland Museum, is shown in Fig 1 
on the accompanying plate. 

In general the male fumtwing (above) of the typical race from south 
Queensland has only an ill-defined central copper area, often reduced to a 
metre suffusion of copper scales, which grades into the brown of the rest 
of the wing. This is in contrast to the hindwing of lur.idd males, where the 
coppery colour is sharply defined. The brown area is thus confined to the 
apical Quarter of the wing, above vein 4. There is, without exception, always 
a small upward extension of the copper area almost tn vein 6 near the 
termen. Furthermore, the. extent of the copper area is absolutely constant 
in the hiciciti race, hut is very variable in the typical race. 

Whcreas the area of copper scales is constant in the males, it vanes 
considerably in tlw females. Some arc very bright and correspond to the 
males, but others have the copper area cut short by an enlargement of tlu: 
basal brown area outwards; however the copper colour is, in these cases. 
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continued along the veins 2. 3 and 4. Reference to the plate jJtuws the 
two types of females, t ig. 7 shows a typical light one. will! copper patch 
extending almost to (he base, whilst Fig. 8 shows a typical dark form with 
targe dark area extending from base, and the copper colour icmaining on 
the three veins. Fig. 0 is oi a lyyicat male, but its different angle to the 
camera has lesultea in poot definition of the copper area 

There arc no apparent constant differences between the male and female 
undersides of the new race and those of the. typical race. 

The species has been found from southern Queensland to central Victoria, 
and (here are records from Boiven (.Vtiskin), Millmeraau. Gayiulah, 
Eidsvold. Brisbane and K-illarney in Queensland; Manning ltiver, Aruudale, 
Sydney. Mer.atigle, Wiugham, Narrabeeti and the Blue Mountains, in New 
South Wales; and Kedor, Caslleinaine, Dimboola, Iviata and Nowa Mow* 
;<i Victoria Of specimens examined, only the males horn Dltuboola and 
Kiafa approach those of the lucida race. Exceptionally daik males arc taken 
al Nowa Nowa and these are P. nr.nen ac/ira Mishin. One of these is figured 
(Fig 3), as is algo a small example from BJachheafh, Blue Mountain*. It 
•seems thai the typical race extends from south Queensland la Ihc bakes 
Entrance district of eastern Victoria and also inland in the Floe Mountain.*. 
Further work is necessary to determine the distribution of the new race. 
Anderson and Spry (1893) record the specie*, from the fionlhurn Valley and 
it may prove dial the race in that district is lueida. 

The larvae feed on Tiu/.urrm efiuosa, usually when it is growing in dry 
localities, and are generally Found below ground level on the stem or roots. 
There ate almost always a few small anls in attendance. The larvae also 
pupate in these positions. The larvae and pupae are very similar both in 
form *nd habits to those of P. awifer Blanchard. At Eltham the firs* 
imagoes emerge usually during the first week of December and specimens 
are most numerous at about Christmas time, after which they gradually 
diminish. Occasional specimens may lie taken early in February. 
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The author sincerely wishes to thank Mr. G, Mark, Director of the 
Queensland Museum, for his courtesy in loaning a male specimen which 
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thanks Messrs F. E. \V:hon and J M. Landy for advice and loan of 
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limUORHAPIIV 

1. Proc Lm. Sac. NS.W., 2nd series. -Vot. V, 189U. W H. \li«kin, 
''Descriptions o£ Hitherto Undescrihed Australian Lepidoprera.* 

?, l-'ich/rtan Putter foe .*—Anderson and Spry, 1893. 

3 .‘fuo/ru/tuii Butterflies —Waterhouse and Eycll, 1914. 

4, What Butterfly Ij- That? —Waterhouse, 1 932 

Explanation of Place 

Fig 1. Male P aeirtc Misf.ni, corresponding to type from National l’srk, 
Queensland (K 3129) 

2. Small nufe P. amen from Pdacbheath, Blue Mountains, PT,S.W. 
118.2/41). 

3 Dark tnafe of P. urnca frum Nowa Nowa, Victoria (5-2/49). 

4, 5 .and 6. Typical mates of P. acnca lucida, subsp. nov., from Eltham, 
Victoria. (23 12/49). 

7. Light form of female of P aeum lueitfci from FJlltain (20.12/49). 

8. Dark iorm of female of P, ocuen Ivciiin from Eltham (20,12/49). 

4 Female of P. aciinr ceuen from Nowa Nowa, Virtpris (152/49), 
Ms. iVvciycu foi puh!n«no:i, Njv. 19:D. 



